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Abstract 

In pre-modern African societies, women have not been given complete or 
full fundamental human rights leading to gender – inequality due to customs 
and cultural beliefs and practices or some extant traditional influences.  As a 
result of this, they are recognized as properties since bride price is paid on 
them and are denied access being heirs to family assets or any form of 
inheritance. However, in the 16th – 19th centuries, which was the enlightment 
period, it was discovered that the Girl-Child Education developed in all 
ramification because the mother who is always with the children nurtured 
her in various aspects of life to acquire knowledge that provides the basis for 
all round development economically, socially, politically and morally 
thereby uplifting the nation to be considered as a developed nation. 

 
The dignity of a girl-child in pre-modern Africa has not been giving serious recognition nor 

accorded absolute fundamental human rights due to custom and cultural beliefs, rather the woman or 
the girl-child is been considered as a property. Dandaura Samu (1997) noted that immediately a baby 
girl is born the betrothal process begins, the intending father-in-law would come and make a mark 
with charcoal or some object on the forehead of the newly born baby to signify that he has marked for 
subsequent engagement to his male son. Peter (2010) also noted that when the girl is matured for 
marriage the bride price will be giving based on the previous engagement. Also when it comes to the 
sharing of assets women are not entitled for inheritance. 
 

In this paper the writers focus on girl-child education, human right and the girl-child 
education, factors militating against girl-child education, girl-child education and economic, social, 
political and moral development. 
 
Definition of Terms 
Girl-Child:  In this paper a girl-child shall be referred to as female below the age of 18 years or 
female that is of school age as recognized by the laws of Nigeria. 
 
Education: Watkins Cyril (1992) define education as development of the mind and character, a 
system of training and instruction especially for children and young people, and this has to do with 
impacting and acquisition of knowledge through the appropriate means for the mental and moral 
development of an individual. 
 
Human Rights: Gascokwu (2001) noted that human rights represent demand or claim which 
individuals or groups make on society, some of which are protected by law and have become part of 
lex later while others remain aspiration to be attained in the future. 
 
The Girl-Child Education 

Egbo Philip (2011) noted that girl-child education is a process of educating female in order to 
make them efficient and effective members of the society at home in their daily life duties and 
responsibilities. Just like any other human being in the society, the girl-child deserves the right and 
privilege to be educated.  She deserves the right and privilege to be morally and mentally developed.  
Rukayatu (2004) asserted that it has been observed that girl education is an important factor in 
bringing about change in their role and status which gives them the opportunity to participate fully in 
the affairs that affect their lives.   

Women constitute a good part of every society and have their unique sift role in the society 
that no one else can handle. Such roles include child bearing, child up-bringing and home 
management. If these responsibilities are discharged adequately it will contribute positively toward 
the growth and development of society.  Women therefore need sound education to augment the 
crucial role they play in the economic, social and religious life of their families. 
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Incidentally, women occupy the disadvantaged positions that greatly affect them especially in 
the area of education, most especially when compared with the boy-child. In most developing 
countries women constitute the oppressed, marginalised, and underprivileged majority. Gender 
inequality and discrimination against the girl child has become a force to reckon with, both at the 
national and international level as far as human agenda is concerned. Although the situation varies 
from place to place, studies have shown that women contribution to the overall human gender cannot 
be over emphasized.  It therefore means that nothing, not even life can exist in this world without 
women.  Women essentially contribute to the growth and development of life and nation building in 
every ramification. 
 

Rukayatu (2004) observed that looking at the position of gender in education in Nigeria, it 
will be noticed that women and girls are in most cases left in a position of weakness.  They are 
underrepresented and their participation in education is always lower than that of the boys especially 
in the higher levels of education. 
 

This plight of the girl child has gained the attention and concern of many individuals, 
government and non-governmental organisations, because it has hampered their effective participation 
in nation building. Sustainable development requires the active participation of all the citizenry 
irrespective of gender. Women as a subgroup contribute immensely in the area of agriculture, 
household, economy, the informal sector, environmental and health management among others. 
Unfortunately, despite these significant contributions they have not been fully integrated into the 
mainstream of national development. This gender discrimination and marginalisation comes as a 
result of lack of access to education, non-recognition of multiple role of women, traditional concept of 
women’s role and discrimination practices. 
 
Human Right and Girl-Child Education 

Education is a fundamental right of every child.  As much as it is good for the boy it is also 
good for the girl-child. Shield (2004) observed that gender differences is for the purpose of 
procreation and that is God’s plan for humanity. A girl-child has the fundamental right to be educated. 
The fact is that she is often discriminated upon from the earliest status of life and occupies a low 
status in the society that results in her right and privileges being denied which constitutes a denial of 
her fundamental human right. The article “The child” observes in recognition of the fact that in many 
countries both developed and developing, the status of girls is significantly worse than that of boys. 
The fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in 1985identified persistent discrimination 
against the girl-child and the violation of her right. Areas of concern requiring urgent attention by 
government and the international community.  The problem of girl-child education is a global issue 
even though the degree varies from country to country.  Daya (1998) explains that the obstacles 
therefore to girl-child education are basically not biological but externally induced. 
 

Rukayatu (2004) noted that, in Nigeria the problem of girl-child education is predominantly 
in the north.  The trends in the male vis-à-vis female employment rates at all levels of educational 
system over the past decades reveal a gender gap in favour of males.  This is purely a discrimination 
and denial of women’s right to education and unless concerted efforts are put in place to provide 
checks and balances it will continue to rob this country of sustainable development.  This truth is 
further elaborated in the popular general proverb that “if you educate a man, you educate an 
individual, but if you educate a woman, you educate a nation”.  Denial of girl child education limits 
her opportunities, lowers her job potentials and lowers her status.  Ogidi (2000) said sustainable 
development can only be regarded as truly sustainable when the live and livelihood of both women 
and girls can be sustained with equity and social justice. 
 
 
 
Factors Militating Against Girl-Child Education 
Economic Factor: Lack of funds greatly contributes to underdevelopments in this country. 
Government is unable to provide basic elementary education for all.  Even the elementary education 
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available some parents cannot afford to pay for their children.  These parents have to spend money to 
take children to school, buy books, uniforms, etc. Most people especially in the north cannot afford to 
pay and satisfy this need.  Most parents out of their little income prefer to sponsor the male child than 
the girl-child, this is coming from the traditional views that the girl child’s role is to work at home 
with her mother to learn home management so that when she reaches the puberty stage she can get 
married, bear and rear children for her husband.  The boy child’s role is to be the breadwinner of the 
family in the absence of the father. 
 
Socio-cultural factor:  As a patriarchal society, a male child is given more attention than a girl-child 
who is considered second class citizen with her right not been recognized and access to information 
and education limited.  This makes girl-child education looks wasteful and valueless. 
 
Gender Hierarchy and Male Preference:  This is one of the cultural factors that militate against 
girl-child education. By this view, the birth of a girl-child is an unwelcome development because they 
are considered liabilities and most cultures consider the mother of a girl children as childless.  Some 
men including the educated will go for second wife in search for a male children.  This is coming 
from the traditional views that sees the boy child as more important who will bear the family’s name 
in future. 
Administrative Factor:  It is observed that government fail to properly sponsor and implement 
programmes that will enhance and salvage negative vices against the girl-child.  This problem is age 
old and its devastating consequences are known to government who adopts the rights of every human 
being, setup policies to provide checks and balances but which are poorly implemented and poorly 
funded.  Human rights are not enforced, for example, the right of a girl-child to education is not 
enforced; the national task force on girl child education was inaugurated on 28th October, 1993, yet 
the gender gap persists at all levels of educational system in favour of the male child even with the 
Universal Basic Education (UBE).  The schools we have at all levels (primary, secondary and tertiary) 
cannot meet the demands of the general populace not even with the contribution of non-
governmentalorganisation. 
 
Religious Factor: Northern Nigeria is predominantly Muslim and some of the religious factor such as 
Purdah (where women are required to stay indoors, if they must go out they must cover their faces) 
encourages early marriage on the side of the girl child at the age of 14 upward.  It is almost impossible 
for a girl after marriage to go back to school because of her new responsibilities as a house wife and 
mother.  This is not always the case with the boy child. 
 
Girl-Child Education and Economic Development 
An educated and skilled workforce is one of the pillars of a knowledge based economy. Increasing 
comparative advantages among nations comes less from resources or cheap labour and more from 
technical innovations and the competitive use of knowledge and studies are also link education to 
economic growth. 
 

Biyaya (2010) noted that the Nigerian economy is in shamble therefore women should play 
active part for stability and economic growth.  The Bible says the woman is like the ship of the 
merchant, she brings her food from afar, she considers a field and buys it with the fruit of her hands, 
she plants a vineyard, she perceives that her merchandise is profitable, her lamp does not go out at 
night, she makes garments and sells them, she delivers girdles to the merchant (Proverbs 31:14, 18 
and 24).  Gumel (1999) noted that small scale industries are part of the development women can 
tender to the nation.  The Bible also records many accounts of women weaving and knitting Acts 
9:36-43 shows how Dorcas was a prominent woman in the New Testament. 
 

IshakuJohn (2012) submitted that most economies probably agree that it is the human 
resources of a nation, not its capital nor its material resources that ultimately determine the character 
and pace of its economic and social development.Even though capital and natural resources are 
possible factor of production but human being are the active agents especially the youths (Girl-child) 
though Entrepreneurship and that accumulate capital, exploit natural resources, build social economic 
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and carry forward National development and skills acquisition.  Clearly, a country which is unable to 
develop the skills and knowledge of its people and to utilise them effectively in the economy will be 
unable to develop anything else including girl-child education. 
 

Preas (1998) observed that Luther did a little gardening, but it was Katherine who really 
farmed, kept the garden, the fruit trees and the brewery, she raised cows, dogs, chickens and stocked a 
fish pond rising at 4.00 a.m. each morning (Luther called her “the morning star of Wittenberg”.  She 
produced enough food and income to maintain their large and ever changing household. Through 
school a girl-child also acquires attitude for vocational efficiency and consequently, for economic 
development.  He also stressed that the ultimate goal of economic development is the welfare of the 
individuals and the society at large in our society, one cannot really succeed in achieving the welfare 
of the individuals without first giving the right type and amount of education to the individual.   
 
Girl-Child Education and Social Development 

The girl child education can lead to social development in a nation (proverbs 30:21, 25-28). 
These verses give the contributory roles of the ideal woman in the development of a nation. Women 
play marvelous roles in orphanage homes and also in prisons, a woman is needed to care, train, mould 
the behaviour of prisoners. Women’s contributions in the battlefield are equally important through 
cooking, treating the wounded and supplying water to the army. 
A girl-child education also lead to social development in the following ways: 

a. It provides an enduring foundation for the nation, society, family, church and homes, 
b. Evils and vices in the society will be brought under control or totally removed, 

 
There will be brighter hope of better things for the nation and the church. A mother with a 

few years of formal education is considerably more likely to send her children to school. In many 
countries each additional year of formal education completed by a mother translate into her children 
remaining in school for an additional one third to one half year. 
 

Girl education ranks among the most powerful tools for reducing girls vulnerability. It slows 
and reduces the spread of HIV/AIDS by contributing to female economic independence, delayed 
marriage, family planning and work outside the home as well as greater information about disease and 
how to prevent it. Women with formal education are much more likely to use reliable family planning 
methods, delay marriage and child bearing, and have fewer and healthier babies than women with no 
formal education. The effect is particularly pronounced for secondary schooling. Women with some 
formal education are more likely to seek medical care, ensure that their children are immunised, be 
better about their children nutritional requirements, and adopt improved sanitary practices. As a result 
they and their children have higher survival rates and tend to be healthier and better nourished. 
 
Girl Child Education and Political Development 

Proverbs 31:23 shows how the husband of a virtuous women are known in the gates when 
they seats among the elders of the land. The famous Deborah served as a Judge title given to an 
individual who serves as a political, military and spiritual leader in Israel at that time. Deborah’s 
leadership was accepted by the people of Israel and her gifts won her a position generally reserved for 
men. This exceptional woman’s career, described in Judges 4 and 5, is evidenced that gender did not 
disqualify individuals from significant leadership in the Old Testament faith community. Esther 
became the Queen of Persia around 475BC. She was instrumental in serving the Jewish population of 
Persia from extermination (Esther 2:18) is on the choice of Esther as a Queen. 
 

At this period of political dispensation worldwide and Nigeria in particular, the woman has an 
important role to play so as to sanitise the political process. Women today participate in politics, they 
vote and are voted into positions at various levels. Today women take part in policy formulation, 
decision making and implementation through constructive advice and write ups for mass 
enlightenment. Abeima Joel (1999) noted that some prominent women in Nigeria have championed 
the course of national development. For example in November, 2005, during the tenure of Dr. Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala as Nigerians Minister of Finance, she negotiated for the Nigerian Government and 
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won a Paris Club approval for a debt relief deal that eliminated billions of debts in exchange for N512 
billion in payment. This discharged N530 billion of Nigerian total 37 million dollars external debt. 
Again in April 2006, Nigeria became the first African country to fully pay off its debts (estimated at 
N530 billion) owed to the Paris Club (Nigeria settled Paris Club Debt BBC. 2006-04-21 retrieval 
2012-05-11). Another wonderful achievement by a woman in Nigeria is the case Late Prof. Dora 
Akunyili, during whose tenure the image of Nigeria at the international level had been lamentable and 
discouraging. It was against this backdrop that the idea of rebranding Nigeria campaign was launched 
in 2009by her as the then Minister of Information and Communication. Christian women are seen to 
be playing distinctive roles in the development of the nation today. The Catholic Reverend Sisters 
have risen up to this challenge and have through their various activities proved that women can no 
longer be relegated to the background. The sisters have gone beyond the tradition of sewing garments 
and training young girls. Priscilla (2011) noted that for us “Sisters School of Neutroden (SSND)” 
education means enabling persons to reach the fullness of their potential individuals created in God’s 
image and assisting them to direct their gifts towards building the earth, we educate them with the 
conviction that they can be changed through the transformation of persons (girl-child). The Reverend 
Sisters also prepare the alters for mass serving and baking the bread for communion. Women from 
many Christian denominations today are seen participating in national development. 
 
The Girl Child and Moral Development 

Morality comes from the Latin word “Moralis” which means “customs or habits” 
Grenz(1997) noted that it is intimately related to thought on what is wrong and right Ishaku (2014) 
also observed that morality has to do with the dos’ and donts’ of the society; that is what a human 
being is supposed to do and not to do. Man is being considered a moral agent or rational animal 
because he has a conscience for that the girl child helps in inculcating morals among human beings in 
all ramifications. 
 

Church History (see the book of Acts) tells us about the remarkable conversion of children 
who grew up to become very useful instruments in God’s hand. They were products of parents who 
trained them and brought them up with prayer and deep concern by imparting good morality in them 
when they were young. Examples of such mothers are: 
1. Lois and Eunice: the grandmother and mother of young Timothy respectively could not be 

forgotten in Bible history for their combined efforts in teaching Timothy God’s word which 
later enhanced his ministering ability.  

2. John Wesley is another example just a few years before the birth of her famous son, John’s 
mother made a resolution to spend one hour every morning and evening in prayer, meditation 
and training for John and his brother Charles who later they became Heroes of holiness 
among the 20th century Christians.(NGO’s) should educate people on the need for the girl 
child education. 

3. Women should be given equal opportunities when it comes to employment so that they can 
play their role in building this nation. 

4. Like men, women are under obligation to exercise their rights in the politics of their country. 
They have the right to contribute their quota towards determining who governs the 
community or nation. 

5. Leather works, factories and textile industries should be established by Government 
exclusively for women and also sewing centres should be opened in all states of the 
federation. The Government should finance this and production be made in large quantity for 
exportation. The materials should be of high quality to meet international standards. 

6. Women should be encouraged to develop self-esteem and more confidence in themselves 
through exhibiting their God Giving potential for good. Therefore the need for more support 
from the men folk in encouraging women meaningfully in the developmental process to 
ensure a bright and stable future. 

 
Conclusion 

A woman should not be regarded as a property simply because her bride-price is paid rather 
she should be considered as a full human being with a fundamental human rights. From the purpose of 
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God’s creation males and females are meant for companionship and for procreation to continue as 
such a woman should not be down-graded and placed on a level of giving birth and rearing of children 
but should be given equal opportunity to acquire western education because she stands a great chance 
to contribute towards the development of a nation in all ramifications just like the man. 
 
Recommendations 
1. The girl-child should be given equal opportunity to acquire western education. 
2. The church should encourage children about the needs and significance of girl-child education 

for national development. 
3. The government should provide free education so that girl-children from less privileged 

homes will get the opportunity to acquire western education. 
4. Non-governmental organizations should organize conferences and seminars to encourage the 

society about the girl-child education. 
5. Scholarship should be provided by the government to encourage the girl child education. 
6. Early marriages of the girls should be discouraged. 
7. The girl-child should be considered as individual with fundamental human right and not to be 

a property. 
8. There should be gender equality when it comes to admission and employment. 
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